
Regarding: FINE ARTS FACULTY – Competition Number 17-146:


Dear Selection Committee:

I am a documentary photographer. My work has been honoured with a number of national and international awards. Beside my education and work, my understanding of the medium of photography was greatly deepened through research and conversations with notable photographers like Edward Burtynsky, Roger LeMoyne, Rita Leistner and Mark Adams, whom I interviewed for print and online publications.

I began my career as a photojournalist in the 1980s, therefore I have quite a bit of experience with black-and-white and colour negative as well as Ciba-Chrome processes. For various art projects, I also made Polaroid transfer, cyanotypes as well as copper, platinum and sepia tinted prints. I own and still use 10x12 inch format antique camera built in Vienna around 1890 by Rudolph Anton Goldmann after he completed his three-year apprenticeship with the Lumiere brothers in Paris.
 
I enjoy developing curriculum that meets the needs of my students. I use examples from classic documentary photography to illustrate how exposure time, depth of field, focal length and lighting impact photographic narrative. To illustrate the complex relations between photographic images and human perception of time, I engage students in exercises such as making time-lapses with varying exposure times. To introduce the issue of white balance and colour temperature in photography, I ask students, for a couple of minutes, to wear glasses where one side is covered with a dense colour filter. There are usually quite a few laughs afterwards when they look at each other alternatively closing the right and left eye.
 
I often refer to situations that I encountered while working on photographic projects in Canada, Cambodia and Afghanistan. I like to convey to my students that photography, documentary or art, is a powerful tool for exploration of the world and the social scene. 

David Beers, editor of TheTyee.ca, described my master class: Grabowski's class "Photography in Challenging Environments: Nailing Your Shot in Literal and Metaphorical Dark Places" is really about combining preparation, the right gear, people skills and fast, creative thinking. Those ingredients are essential for successful war photography, but transfer to other types done by the versatile Grabowski, from model shoots to sports coverage. 

My practical experience and theoretical knowledge qualify me to teach any of the following courses:
FINA 1170 Introduction to Film Photography, FINA 1237 Issues in Photography, FINA 1270 Photography II, FINA 2170 Intermediate Film Photography, FINA 2370 Photography III, FINA 3170 Advanced Film Photography

I admire the reputation that Kwantlen University has earned for its journalism and photography programs. I would be thrilled to be part of your teaching staff team.

My best regards

Christopher Grabowski

